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and  Members  of  the  Legislature  of 
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Gentlemen: 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  Bulletin  No.  21-61 
of  the  Department  of  Water  Resources  entitled  "Irrigation  and 
Water  Storage  Districts  in  California,  I96I."  This  is  the  latest 
of  a  series  of  similar  reports  which  have  been  published  period- 
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No.  21-61  has  been  obtained  from  these  reports. 

This  btdletin  presents  information  on  the  field  opera- 
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SUMMARY 

At  the  end  of  I96I  there  were  in  the  State  111  irrigation 
districts  and  7  water  storage  districts,  encotnpassing  a  total  area  of 
approximately  5>^T1^300  acres  or  8,5^9  square  miles.  In  I96I,  the  report- 
ing districts  diverted  an  estimated  total  of  12,210,000  acre-feet,  of 
which  approximately  7,2li4-,000  acre-feet  were  delivered  within  the  districts 
to  irrigate  some  2,'Jl&,k00   acres  of  crops.  Water  deliveries  within  the 
districts  for  domestic,  industrial,  and  municipal  uses  amounted  to 
approximately  120,000  acre-feet. 

There  were  no  irrigation  or  water  storage  districts  formed  or 
dissolved  during  I96I. 

A  map  showing  the  general  location  of  existing  California 
irrigation  districts  and  water  storage  districts  follows  the  tables  of 
statistical  data  in  this  report. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Bulletin  No.  21-61  contains  statistical  data  on  the  field  operations 
of  irrigation  districts  and  water  storage  districts  in  California  for  the 
calendar  year  I96I.  The  statistical  data  presented  herein  were  obtained 
from  annual  reports  which  these  districts  are  required  by  law  to  submit 
to  the  Department  of  Water  Resoiorces  (Water  Code  Sections  22337,  M(-l<-29) ,  and, 
in  some  cases,  to  the  California  Districts  Securities  Commission  (Water  Code 
Section  20025).  No  field  work  was  performed  to  verify  or  check  the  data, 
and  the  correctness  is  dependent  upon  the  degree  of  precision  with  which 
records  have  been  kept  and  the  manner  in  which  information  has  been  reported 
by  the  districts.  Annual  reports  were  available  from  all  but  three  irriga- 
tion and  six  water  storage  districts,  although  many  contained  incomplete 
data. 

Information  on  the  financial  transactions  of  the  districts  is  avail- 
able in  reports  prepared  annually  by  the  State  Controller. 

FORMATION  OF  NEW  DISTRICTS 

The  Department  of  Water  Resources  is  required  to  investigate  and 
to  report  on  the  feasibility  of  all  proposed  irrigation  or  water  storage 
district  projects  as  required  by  Sections  20822  and  396OO  of  the  Water  Code. 
With  regard  to  water  storage  districts,  the  department  is  also  required  to 
hold  public  hearings,  to  establish  district  boundaries,  and  to  conduct  the 
formation  elections  (Water  Code  Sections  39400-40103). 

There  were  no  new  irrigation  districts  or  water  storage  districts 
organized  during  I96I.  However,  the  8U,U00-acre  Belridge  Water  Storage 
District  in  Western  Kern  County,  and  the  2l6,280-acre  Westplains  Water 
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Storage  District  in  Western  Fresno  and  Kings  Counties  were  organized  in 
1962,  subsequent  to  the  terminal  date  of  this  report.  These  districts 
■propose  the  construction  of  works  to  distribute  water  from  the  proposed 
California  Aqueduct  or  the  federal  government's  proposed  San  Luis  Canal  to 
arid  lands  within  the  districts.  Detailed  information  on  their  formation 
will  be  described  in  the  next  supplement  to  Biilletin  No.  21,  reporting  on 
district  operations  for  calendar  year  I962. 

DISSOLUTION  OF  DISTRICTS 
The  dissolution  of  irrigation  districts  is  generally  accomplished 
by  either  the  voluntary  or  the  involunta.^y  procedure  set  forth  in  Chapters  k 
and  5  of  Part  11  of  Division  11  of  the  Water  Code  (Water  Code  Sections 
27l(-00- 27758) .  However,  department  records  show  that  no  irrigation  districts 
were  dissolved  in  I96I. 


TABLES  OF  STATISTICAL  DATA 

The  following  tables  contain  statistical  data  of  field  operations 

obtained  from  the  annual  reports  of  California  irrigation  and  water  storage 

districts  for  the  year  I96I: 

Table  I  presents  data  on  siipply,  storage,  and  distri- 
bution of  water  supplies. 

Table  II  sets  forth  data  on  irrigated  acreage,  dry- 
farmed  acreage,  double- cropped  acreage,  and  crops 
grown  in  the  districts. 

Table  III  is  a  directory  of  California  irrigation  and 
water  storage  districts. 
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